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VICTIMS OF CRIME ACT — REVIEW REPORT 

Statement by Attorney General 

MR J.R. QUIGLEY (Butler — Attorney General) [12.02 pm]: I rise to table the report on the statutory review 
of the Victims of Crime Act 1994, which has been prepared by the Department of Justice on my behalf in accordance 
with section 6(1) of the Victims of Crime Act 1994. The act is primarily concerned with setting standards for how 
victims should be treated by government agencies. It does this via 12 guidelines set down in schedule 1. It also 
facilitates information sharing between public bodies, including the Office of the Director of Public Prosecutions 
and the Western Australia Police Force, to enable the provision of services to victims. The report’s terms of reference 
focused on the guidelines as well as the provision of information about victims by the DPP and the WA Police 
Force. Within the context of these targeted terms of reference, the review does not make the case for major reform 
of the act, indicating that it is operating effectively. Most stakeholders considered that the guidelines remained 
valid and were appropriate in securing the act’s objectives. 

The report made 17 recommendations. A significant proportion of these are relatively minor in nature, including 
those aimed at adjusting terms used and cleaning up anomalous language in the act. Others contemplate expanding 
the statutory definition of “victim”, and prescribing different circumstances under which victims can request and 
be given information upon the release of an offender. The report did not form conclusions on various other aspects 
of the act, instead recommending that the government evaluate, consider and examine the desirability of reforming 
these areas. The government notes the recommendations. The Department of Justice will, in due course, provide 
advice with respect to the recommendations. However, given the McGowan government’s significant reform 
agenda, this work will be progressed subject to the government’s priorities. 

It should be noted that the McGowan government has delivered an array of initiatives to better assist victims of 
crime. These include providing financial and other assistance for families and loved ones of homicide victims; 
free services that provide a point of contact for victims to access counselling and obtain referrals, information and 
support regarding court proceedings; and other targeted assistance. A victims of crime reference group was 
recently established to advise the state government on victims’ issues. Further, comprehensive strategies have 
been put in place to combat family and domestic violence, support victims and hold perpetrators to account. I thank 
the Department of Justice and stakeholders for their engagement in the review, and I table the report in accordance 
with section 6(2) of the Victims of Crime Act 1994. 

[See paper 1017.]  
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